Big Bafer 2010 Race Report
Magic conditions, excellent finishing stats for a bitter sweet event.

Day 1. The start was in cool, cloudy conditions with showers promised during the day. The prologue sorted the runners out into their abilities and soon they disappeared into the forest leaving the race organizers at the magnificent surroundings of Maden Dam, the mist rising off the water, as smooth as glass, completely surrounded by the indigenous forest. The runners could concentrate on the trail this year, the troublesome bees had been removed.  Filippo Faralla set off at a good pace determined to right 2009’s mistakes and claim the course record.  He was closely followed by a bunch of runners including Roger Steel, Grant Blair, Mark Lagan, Andre Erasmus and veteran Coen de Bruin.  The day presented the normal challenges of this trail and a word many will relate to this run is relentless. The hills, they just keep coming, they are relentless.  CP1 (15k) was reached by the leader in 2h07 whilst the rest followed in 2h30.  Filippo continued to stretch his lead, did not miss Doornkop at CP3 this year and came charging in to the half way finish at Cata in 7h20.  A great effort, if he could complete day 2 in 7 hours the record would be his. The following group slowly split up but came in looking good.  Filippo admitted he may have gone too hard on day 1.  Meanwhile the rest of the field soldiered on and as organizers we were amazed that we did not receive a single phone call from lost or distressed runners.  They were all coping with the trail although I do feel there was some conspiracy to arrive at the Waterfall Forest cut off after 17h00 to be able to take the short cut but no matter they all arrived happy, exhausted and hungry.  Mike Loewe arrived after 13h49 minutes on the trail, a fine effort by a big man, accompanied by sweep Ian Ross who together with Mike Webb was completing their 10th Big Bafer, over 1000 kilometers on this trail, a staggering thought. 
Day 2. The start at 05h00 was bitterly cold and it appeared that the pace was a little more sedate than day 1. The monster climb over Geju Saddle presenting the first immediate challenge for the runners. Today Andre and Roger were slightly ahead of Filippo but they had another agenda, they were rushing to meet their partners at the junction of the Little and Big Bafer. Filippo moved into the lead until just after CP5 but then he made a disastrous mistake and took the path down to Baine’s Waterfall, a decent of 250m which meant he had to climb back up 250m and it is vertical, straight down and back up again.  This allowed Mark Lagan and Grant Blair to slip into the lead closely followed by Coen de Bruin with Filippo following.  The climb up the Hog left Coen and Filippo trailing and on the final run into Hobitton Mark dropped Grant by 2 minutes placing them second and third behind Filippo on combined times.  Meanwhile another fantastic day was being had by the rest of the field, all reaching the cut off at CP7 before 14h00 and taking on the challenge of the Hog and beating the sunset to the finish.  The Milbert family all arrived together, completeing the trail as a family.  Thanks to Siegfried for the beers he kindly donated for the runners. There were many happy, smiling faces, runners were content that they had lived up to the extreme challenge. Well done to everyone.
Congratulations to Ronel van Graan and Filippo Faralla, winners of the Big Bafer.

Permanent numbers were awarded to:

38 Grant Blair

39 Roger Steel

40 Arno Lawrence

41 Ronel van Graan

42 Johan van Graan

43 Lance Wynne

44 Siegfried Milbert

The Little Bafer had a record entry and route knowledge proved to be a big factor for 2009 joint winner and record holder, Emil Hougaard who smashed the previous record by 20 minutes, recording 5h 38.  First lady home was Kylie Dawn Hatton in 6h20. Sandra Delport was awarded permanent number 3. Well done Sandra! Runners came from near and far and there were a few family affairs as well with the Smith, Paula and Johan, Ranger, Mackenzie and Mylrea, Kruger and Mark and Karin making up the compliment. Sharon managed a clean run this year, finishing well before sunset whilst others explored new routes to Hobitton, viz. Mark and Karin and it sounds like Sibs also took a few detours but was shown the way by Patrick. Patrick Elson completed another Little Bafer as sweep and organizer and is the only person to have run every one. Well done to everyone on completing a challenging trail. 
